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PEGGY 
Brother Vaughn, may I ask you a question? 
 

JAMES 
Certainly Sister Samuel. 
 

PEGGY 
At the last Grange meeting, the Legislative Committee read that resolution 
proposing the state reduce interest rates on farmers with mortgage problems. Do 
you think they’ll do it? Reduce the interest rates on everyone? 

 
JAMES 

I don’t think so Sister Samuel. The government doesn’t want to tell the banks 
what to do. Some politicians are even calling it communism, saying banks should 
be free to do as they please, even if it harms their own community. 
 

PEGGY 
Even if it means people losing their farms? What Sister Rowland said was right. 
What do banks need with a farm? 
 

JAMES 
I agree with Sister Rowland on that. Just because a man signs an agreement on an 
interest rate doesn’t mean it should be forever. A man ought to be able to go to the 
bank and talk reason, man-to-man, with the bank president himself. But some 
people are selfish, thinking only of the profits they can make on the misfortunes 
of others. Nine years into this Great Depression and we can only depend on each 
other. We have to stick together, stick this out.  
 

PEGGY 
Then there’s not likely to be any more relief programs for farmers, is there? We 
didn’t do that Conservation Grant. It wasn’t right, having the government tell you 
what to do to your own land. 
 

JAMES 
I suppose you could look at that way, but that farm your husband bought has been 
tilled pretty constantly for near about forty years. It’s about time for some of it to 
go fallow, let the soil replenish itself. At least your husband is smart enough to 
raise more animals than the man who had it before him. Allowing the animals to 
roam is nearly as good. But you might want to look into the Conservation 
Program for next year. I heard Brother Brewster’s getting nearly one hundred 
dollars this year. 
 

PEGGY 
A hundred dollars? We could do a lot with a hundred dollars.  
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JAMES 
Most farmers could. Aside from the Conservation Program, there isn’t much else 
the government hasn’t tried. The only other kind of relief left isn’t the kind people 
will want.  
 

PEGGY 
You’re talking of the war, aren’t you? Roger says there won’t be a war, that Hitler 
will abide by that agreement. 

 
JAMES 

I hope he’s right. I don’t want to go off to war like my father did. But I will if I 
have to. Have you seen the newsreels at the movies? Boy, when I hear that Hitler 
yelling like he does, I don’t think anything will stop him. If the war comes, we 
won’t lack for customers. Or jobs. 

 
PEGGY 

But wishing for war is as bad as…well, I guess as bad as being a banker who 
won’t help out a struggling farmer. 
 

JAMES 
You and Brother Samuel aren’t facing any troubles are you? 
 

PEGGY 
Oh no. Mercy. We’re doing just fine. Thank you, Brother Vaughn. 

 


